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LAUNCH OF COVID-19 RESPONSE AND RECOVERY TRANSPORT RESEARCH FUND 

CLARIFICATIONS ISSUE NO. 1 DATED 27 MAY 2020 

Clarification No Clarification Question: Clarification Response: 

1.  We are interested in this call, in particular Lot 3 –COVID-
19 and high volume / national and urban transport 
systems. 
 
Our question is whether a project needs to involve 
multiple developing countries. In addition, would having 
multiple developing countries be considered as a (big) 
advantage? 

It is not a requirement to involve multiple developing 
countries, but research in and/or relevance to multiple 
countries will be positively considered. 

2. We have an ongoing study of women's access to 
transport in low income areas of 3 African cities - Tunis, 
Abuja and Cape Town [as presented in your webinar 
on covid-19 impacts and women].  Only Nigeria is listed 
as a DFID LIC, so I'd  just like to check whether we could 
submit a PCN that covers all three cities or whether it 
would need to be confined to Abuja.  

As stated in the Call for PCNs: “[the] proposed interventions 
must have relevance to the low income countries in Africa and 
South Asia, currently supported by ReCAP and HVT.” If the 
proposed research and locations have this relevance, the PCN 
may be submitted for consideration. 
 
Please note that the HVT Programme currently supports all 
low income countries in Africa and South Asia. 

3. Are applications limited to UK-based institutions? As stated in the Call for PCNs: ”All researchers are eligible to 
submit PCNs. Proposals from or including researchers based in 
one or more of the DFID focus countries are particularly 
welcome.” 
 
There are no restrictions on nationality or location of 
applicants. 

4.  I wanted to check if Madagascar is an eligible country for 
the recent call for concept notes under the research & 
recovery research fund. 

See the response to Clarification Question No 2 above. 
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Clarification No Clarification Question: Clarification Response: 

5. Are Catapults/RTOs eligible to apply as lead partners? 
  
 
 
Are there any other funding rules? Is it 100% funded. Are 
there any guidance in terms of the overhead rates? 

As stated in the Call for PCNs: “Individual[s] and/or 
organisation[s] are eligible to submit PCNs, independently or in 
collaboration with other individuals or organisations.” 
 
Successful PCN applicants that are requested to submit full 
proposals will be provided with more detailed information on 
budget eligibility. We advise that proposed projects should 
clearly demonstrate that costs are both appropriate and 
commensurate to expected benefits. Evidence of value for 
money could also include the existence of co-funding, or 
collaboration with another transport-focused development 
programme. 

6. What list are using to classify the country levels of 
development. According to the DAC list, the only LICs are 
Zimbabwe an Korea: 
http://www.oecd.org/dac/financing-sustainable-
development/development-finance-standards/DAC-List-
of-ODA-Recipients-for-reporting-2020-flows.pdf 

See the link for countries DFID currently works in: 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/where-we-work. 

7. Please may I know the 12 countries supported by the 
RECAP programme. 

ReCAP currently operates in 12 countries in Africa and five (5) 
in Asia (17 in all): 
 
Africa: Democratic Republic of Congo, Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya, 
Liberia, Malawi, Mozambique, Sierra Leone, South Sudan, 
Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia  
 
Asia: Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Myanmar, Pakistan, Nepal 
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